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CHAPTER VIL

LUPOT—PECCATTE—SPURIOUS STAMPING—PANORMO—W. J. B. WOOLHOUSE'S CALCULATIONS.

SOEEDPTHERELEZZADBEE. FYRERMLTIZOWTEELLEFELFEL I, SHIZK/ND
BEBICMNDRTNICRAYREILR—IZTDOVNTEREL-VERVET  RODTREMNMLTIZS
5DIE, BltaE TIHRGEREE THO-ELVI—RITEWWTOATLT=,
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BERESERSTLWANEICH>THEL O THLLOTESLLNSZEDHB VR TY . KF M E-T=E
WSEERRZIF TIEBWWBZERDI=WAIZESTIER A TIEHYFE LA BABEBLNDLELMB LS
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FIL=DIE 2B TN TWET  EE03 TREDHEI O NT/NSLEIRNILANEITRONT
WELT=,

“Cet archet a été fait par Tourte en 1824, age de soixante—dix—sept ans.”"[C D F(£1824%F  +
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FrEITTHAZENLZLDEENEEFELZ, 250 EENXE THoI=OTLLI,
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B&ONTHBINTUVEITNIEEMRICESTHELMIITGYFEE A
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HRDRATAVIDEEIE (Y IMIANEHRELT) TEREDXTHETE S, |

Diameter (Ef%) = .2 [log.(h + 7.25) — 9.8100]
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[FREOROEHIIE-OR THELELI

B DS DL (B 1>F)

Diameter
Violin Viola Violoncello in parts of
an inch.

0 210
2 0 230
4 1% 0 247
6 3 1 262
9 5 3 280
13 8 5% .300
18 11% 9 318
23 15 12 333
19 16 .348
23 20 .360
24 370

CNoDHEFAEROBA DA HTIIFEYVFEY,

D—ILN\DREETEDHEIZE>TNESLBRIFDERE DY, BEFIVITIHEEIZETHER
[T >fEVWWVET, LREDHETHZHEEFCSVDEEDOARMICHTIEFYET, HIE
[DF-STEEDEWNS TIIHEBE XV SRANSKES, FEIERCIELDEA . AYRNSDER
BME2DDINBIAVFHIILTERLADELNAGLNIEEVET,

ENDSWIENAA )Y  EF S FIOBDESORERRLELT=,

SDESX
Violin Viola Violoncello
grains grains grains

Light 850 55.7¢ 1,000 64.8¢2 1,150 74.5¢
Medium 900 58.3g | 1,050 68.4g | 1,200 77.8¢
Heavy 950 61.6g | 1,100 71.3¢ 1,250 87g

ER:E: 1grain [3#90. 064845 S LELTEEEDREADEEZMHEELEL
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T ENDOBEDPYATEZIEIO>TAI) 1—%EETFT . TNT. D BZEYNTHIREE
Hlh—TMEIEL-THRONET. ]

NBEEDOYATEZFS>TRI1—EEEVVOSDRIHFYICHLERENSTEC. EDREE
FTHRDOTEVWMERSINTOLEEAL. ENZHEZDHIRICTELEDIDLLRYLEIEE D
BICEE T, EoESCHMHMBZESTITTEENIERVELIICRZET,

RIZ. BEEZEDLAETILI7ZRYNBETHZELFET , GEHIKELITHELI-DEYTY , A
BAEFEEEELT. [TIF I A—H—EBREFEL VRLDEMIZIE, ERICBES TEIXESHLKE
HESDAREBLE-EE IR FREBLTESETLAMEHYET , 5L\ =BIEX. SHED
THBICKEFEILTESE TRRDARV TEITHT B EIEFEGEVWET RN FIFETESE
NWT. BHEWEHEOT7IFaTICIEBAMICRZIET . BEENSNTURONRNEL F:
NEPRZLH-THITCIZEGRZEVSFATDELHYET , ZEITHRD KL EIRIZRK U MEER
TRAMMEZASSZIRBITHLIEEALGTIHZICHLARAEETY  BHAERITHELMICEDLANILD
LDTHAICIE. FTMEFMETVTAUITHBREBDIDTHENEWNFENENS T &F TS
Sy,

F8E BIREFAEDURL

A LIST OF BOw MAKERS.

R COBHRMNEMEE(I922F) ELTIERFDIDEITINZ ., COFIERDE2015FIZIFXIRMZHEB51E
EFIIHLFHLTLOWEWERDLNET  ALADAAMMIEELELANEDILHEINMELNFEREAN. SEIOEREL
TIEEZRCEDIZEXDFFOBEHIZWL=LET, BERROEIAIETEVBEZEEBLIIESLY,

CHDBEMEFE)AMTIO/NXDIELNE TR EERHOYET, TTICTHBALIZELSIZ. BOE
EHEEREFETDIERAEET. AELTIEINETEHON-EREHEDORICHARET HI2EE
HET BLAOFBEIALHEOEENS—DFEITORERZTESDIIFARELDT, BOHKER
[COWTCTESBBDNERITIEZELEZDLSICEHELIZ(ROMof=SIHA L, BBAKGIERD T
MRS NGELRYIZENTTY ),
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BRAERLKHLMO>TVASRIBEEBD S ICAEIFTIRBL T, SESFLERNEUO LIRS
NFET, BOELRITDONT, FANARGEERATETVGENEL=L, LIRTOMDEEANLI=KLS
[CAEEGHEBICEZET DL LG EZLLGNTTARENITEZEKR T HTLED,

NE INESLEBOFAMDEEEY EC RO THROBVHRBDILIRGEHRECHT ZETH
BEGFCEDEIET DLIGERTEMM =D TIHLGEVWETERE O -ETNILFELETT,

A noticeable feature in the following list is the great preponderance of French makers. Curiously

enough the list of bow makers commences with:

ADAM, JEAN DOMINIQUE. He was born at Mirecourt in 1795, and died at the age of sixty—nine. He is
said by some to have been the son of one Jean Adams, a bow maker of the eighteenth century.
How far this may be true is impossible to say. The difference in the spelling of the name may not
be a great matter, but there is no explanation forthcoming. The majority of his bows are very
commonplace, but occasionally he “made an effort” and produced something out of his ordinary

run, and these he invariably stamped ADAM. Of these the octagonal sticks are most highly prized.

ALLEN, SAMUEL. Born in Cornwall in 1858; was originally intended for a schoolmaster. Worked at
several mechanical trades and being musical, he naturally turned his attention to fiddles, and
ultimately, bows. Messrs. W. E. Hill and Sons employed him as a bow maker for several years.
Although he held a high position in their workshop his independent nature was not satisfied until

1891, when he set up in business on his own account as a violin and bow maker and repairer.

BAROUX, Paris. Early half of the present century. Occasionally made some very excellent bows,

but the general average of his work is only moderate.

BAUSCH AND SON, Leipsic. Middle of present century. The bows issued by this firm are valued highly

in Germany. They are well made and, as a rule, strong.
BAZIN, GUSTAVE, Mirecourt. A very capable workman, some of his 'cello bows are excellent.

BETTS. Born 1755, died 1823. Worked in London as a violin maker and dealer. The bows bearing his
name were made by Edward Dodd and W. Tubbs.

BRAGLIA, ANTONIO, Modena. Beginning of this century. I have not seen any of this maker’s work.

BROWN, JAMES (Junior), London. Born 1786, died 1860. A clever maker, worked much for the trade,

but turned out some good sticks, stamped with his name.
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CHANOT, ADOLPH, Paris. Brother of the late Georges Chanot of Wardour Street. Born about 1828.
Worked with Henry of Paris and has turned out some magnificent sticks. His death, which took
place suddenly, at the age of twenty—nine, was due to an aneurism. Had he lived he would

undoubtedly have taken a high position in the esteem of bow wielders.
DARBEY, GEORGE, Bristol. Died March, 1921.

DobDD, EDWARD, London and Sheffield. Born 1705, died 1810. One seldom finds a bow bearing his

name as he was mostly employed by others, such as Betts, Forster, Norris, etc.

DobDD, JAMES. Worked in London in 1864; it is doubtful if any of his work can be identified as he

almost invariably worked for others.

DoDD, JOHN. Born in 1752, died in 1839. This was the English bow—maker par excellence. For fuller
details of his life and work see Chapter VI.”

DobDD, THOMAS, London, 1786—1823. He differed from the others of this name inasmuch as he did

not make for others but employed others to make for him.

EURY, Paris. Early part of the present century. His bows are universally esteemed, some of them
being exceptionally fine. He did not always stamp his bows, but when he did it was generally under

the “lapping” or, as some say, the “whipping.”

FONCLAUSE, JOSEPH. Born in 1800, died in 1865. He was an excellent maker. He first learnt the art
of bow—making from Pajeot at Mirecourt, and ultimately worked for J. B. Vuillaume at Paris. Later

on he started on his own account. His bows from this period are usually marked with his own name.

FORSTER, WILLIAM. A noted English violin maker who was born near the middle of the last century.
One now and then meets with a bow bearing his name. These are all the work of E. Dodd, W. Tubbs,

or some other skilled workmen in his employ.

GAND AND BERNARDEL, Paris. A modern firm whose staff make some remarkably fine bows. They
are mostly stamped with the name of the firm; but as they make bows to the order of various other

firms there are many examples of their work either unstamped or bearing fictitious names.
HARMAND. Worked in Mirecourt about 1835. Made some fairly good bows.

HENRY. Born in 1812 at Mirecourt where he first learnt his craft. He worked there till his twenty—
fifth year, when he went to Paris. Here he was employed by Chanot first, and later, by Peccatte.

When Peccatte left Paris, Henry entered into partnership with Simon, another workman in
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Peccatte's employ who had succeeded to the latter’'s Paris shop. This partnership lasted till 1851.
He then worked alone. He was a magnificent workman and has produced some splendid bows. |
have in mind a 'cello bow of his shown me by J. Chanot that is a marvel of strength and elasticity.

He died in 1870. Sometimes his bows are stamped “Henry, Paris.”

HILL, W. E., AND SONS, London. Contemporary. This firm issue some very fine bows which are made

in their own workshops by expert workmen trained under the personal supervision of Mr. A. Hill.

JOSEPHS. American, contemporary. A very clever maker and repairer of violins and bows. I have

seen some of his work that was excellent.

KITTEL, St. Petersburg. Modern. | have never come across a specimen of this maker’'s work. Fleming
states that they “are about as nearly equal to Tourte's as those of any maker that has lived since

his day.” It is a pity they are not more plentiful if this is the case.

KNOPF, HEINRICH, and KNOPF, LUDWIG, Berlin, contemporary. Fairly good bows made chiefly to the

order of other firms.

LAFLEUR, JACQUES. Born at Nancy in 1760, died in Paris 1832. One of the best of the old makers.
Some continental authorities place him on a par with Tourte. Those of his make that [ have handled

are certainly very fine indeed.

LAFLEUR, JOSEPH RENE, Paris. Born in 1812, died in 1874. He was the son of Jacques Lafleur and

inherited much of his father’s skill.

LAMY, ALFRED JOSEPH. Born in 1850 at Mirecourt. He was an excellent maker. An interesting
feature is that he learnt his craft at a remarkably early age. He worked first with Gautrot at
Chateau—Fleurry. He went, like the rest, to Paris in 1877, and worked for Voirin for some eight

years. At Voirin’s death he started in business for himself.

LUPOT, FRANCOIS. Born at Orleans 1774, died at Paris in 1837. For fuller particulars of this maker
see Chapter 7.

MAIRE, NICOLAS, Mirecourt and Paris. Was a pupil of Jacques Lafleur but never did any work of

great distinction.
MIQUEL, EMILE. A contemporary Mirecourt maker.

NURNBERGER, KARL ALBERT, Markneukirchen. Contemporary. A most finished workman and a clever

imitator of the styles of various well-known makers. Has worked much for the trade. His best
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examples are frequently stamped with his name, and amongst these will be found bows which are
fit to rank with some of the finest productions of the French school. There are other makers of

the same family engaged in bow making.

PAJEOT. Worked in Mirecourt in the early part of the present century. An excellent maker. He
taught Joseph Fonclause who is known to have made some of the finest bows bearing Vuillaume’s

stamp.

PANORMO. The quaint faceted bows of which I have given an example in Plate VIII. were made, as
far as [ have been able to ascertain, by George Louis Panormo, in the early part of this century.
Details concerning this family are neither plentiful nor clear, but it is fairly certain that this bow
maker was a son of Vincent Panormo of Palermo, Paris, Ireland, etc., who first made the name
famous in the fiddle world. A description of the characteristics of his work will be found in Chapter
VIL.

Fleming mentions a George Louis Panormo as a modern maker in London, but I do not know of

such a maker. I am informed on excellent authority that all the Panormo bows were made in Paris.

PECCATTE, DOMINIQUE. Born in 1810 and died in 1874 at Mirecourt. Details of his life and work are
given in Chapter VII.

PECCATTE, FRANGOIS (“"PECCATTE JEUNE”), Paris. Born Mirecourt, 1820, died Paris, 1855. A good
workman, whose best bows, though not well known in this country, are of nearly equal merit with
his brother Dominique’s. He worked for ten years with Vuillaume. Some of his bows are stamped
with his name, the lettering of the stamp differing slightly from that employed by his more famous
brother.

PECCATTE, CHARLES, Paris. Son of Francois. Born Mirecourt, 1850. A good workman, but not equal

to the other makers of the name.
PELLEGR], Italian, modern; neat workmanship.

PERSOIT. Worked in Paris about 1828 to 1841. He was employed largely by Vuillaume and most of
his bows bear the latter's name, but he occasionally worked on his own account and then his work

was stamped P.R.S.
PRICE, London. Contemporary, excellent maker. Pupil of Tubbs.

PFRETSCHNER, Markneukirchen. Contemporary makers, whose best work is of high merit and finish,
though not quite equal to that of A. Niirnberger.
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POISON, Paris. A really magnificent workman. He was employed largely by the firm of Gand and
Bernardel, and the majority of his bows bear their stamp. One occasionally meets with a bow by

this maker bearing his own name.
PUPINAT, Swiss. Middle of the present century.
RAKOWSCH, Paris. Modern.

RAU, AUGUST, Markneukirchen. Born 1866. A first—class workman. Worked much for Weichold of

Dresden.
RONCHINI, Italian. Modern.

SCHWARTZ, GEORG FRIEDRICH, Strasburg. Born 1785, died 1849. Made some excellent bows marked
“Swartz, Strasburg.”

SIMON, P. Born at Mirecourt in 1808. Worked for D. Peccatte in Paris in 1838. After this he worked
for Vuillaume for seven years. He then set up on his own account for some two years, and when
D. Peccatte left Paris he took over the business in partnership with Henry. Three years later and

he was again alone. His workmanship is always good and betrays Peccatte’s influence.
SIRJEAN. French. Early part of the present century.

SUSS, JOHANN CHRISTIAN, Markneukirchen. Born 1829. Died 1900. One of the best makers Germany
has produced. Imitated the style of Tourte.

TADOLINI, IGNAZIO. Born at Bologna in 1791, died at Modena in 1873. Was established with his

brother at the last—named town. Made some very fine bows but was not equal.
TOURNATORIS. French. Latter part of last century.

TOURTE. Eighteenth century, Paris. One of the best bow makers of the older type, chiefly known
as the father of Francois Tourte.

TOURTE, SAVERE. Eldest son of the preceding and called “Tourte I'ainé,” Paris.

TOURTE, FRANCOIS, Paris. Brother of the above, the greatest of all bow makers. Born 1747, died
1838. For fuller particulars of his life and work see Chapter 6 (Plates V. and VL).

TuBBS, W., London. Early nineteenth century. Worked for Forster, Betts, Norris and Barnes. He was
taught bow making by Edward Dodd.

p. 23



TuBBS, JAMES. Son of the preceding. Born 1835. Died April, 1921. Many of his bows are graduated
according to a system based on the calculations of W. S. B. Woolhouse, the mathematician (see
Chapter VII). The Tubbs bows have qualities distinctly their own and when a player becomes
thoroughly used to a “Tubbs” he rarely feels comfortable with even the finest bows of another
make. Conversely, a player in the habit of using constantly any other bow experiences a slight
feeling of strangeness on first trying a “Tubbs.” The workmanship in a Tubbs bow is almost unique
in its perfection. And there is a characteristic English solidity about the secure way in which all
the fittings are adjusted. | have been an eye witness of the care and attention paid by his son, Mr.
A. Tubbs to the work of repairing a bow that to the casual observer would seem past all treatment.

His brother, C. E. Tubbs, was a good bow maker, but somewhat erratic.
VIGNERON, A. A modern French maker who turns out some extremely high class work.

VOIRIN, NICHOLAS FRANCOIS. Another of the great Parisian bow makers. Learnt the craft in his
native town, Mirecourt, where he was born in 1833. At the age of twenty—two he was employed by
Vuillaume, with whom he worked for some fifteen years. It is believed that the finest bows bearing
Vuillaume's name were made by Voirin. Some of his bows that were exhibited by Vuillaume in the
Paris Exhibition in 1867 received honourable mention. I should say his work is more equal than that
of any other maker. Of course, as with other popular makers, there are to be found plenty of
worthless bows bearing the forged stamp, “N. F. Voirin, & Paris.” His death, which took place in
Paris in 1885, was very pathetic. He was walking along the Faubourg Montmartre on his way to the
abode of a customer to whom he was taking a bow newly finished, when he suddenly fell down in
an apoplectic fit. Fortunately his name and address, “Bouloi 3,” was on the parcel containing the
bow, and he was thus able to be taken home without delay. But how sad a home—coming! brought
home in a dying condition to his wife whom he had left but a few minutes before in apparently good
health. He died the same night.

VUILLAUME, J. B., Paris. This strange mixture of cunning and ability will be ever remembered as the
craftiest of craftsmen. An undoubted genius as a violin maker, yet with all the tricks and
subterfuges of the veriest charlatan. Concerning the real value of the historical details furnished
to Fétis by Vuillaume I have spoken in Chapter V. Though it is possible that he had considerable
practical knowledge of bow making, I do not think he actually made any bows. He exercised great
judgment, however, in the employment of skilled workmen, whom he kept as a rule for a number of
years—a fact that is sufficient to stamp him as a good and considerate employer. The most noted
makers who worked for him were Fonclause, Peccatte, Persoit, Simon and Voirin. It will thus be
seen that the majority of the bows bearing Vuillaume's name are of the best possible workmanship
and quality. Unfortunately there are in this case also a number of forgeries on the market. The
most noteworthy features in connexion with Vuillaume, as regards bows, are his curious

inventions—the steel bow, the fixed nut, the curved ferrule, and the self-hairing bow. Of the steel
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bow, Mr. Heron—Allen says he has “never met with a specimen of so ponderous an eccentricity”
except the one in South Kensington Museum. [ have come across a number, and as they are tubular
they are not at all as ponderous as the name of the material suggests. In fact | remember one that
was very pleasant to play with. They are nearly always lacking in balance. The fixed nut was the
result of an idea that the player should always have the same length of hair at his service. The
curved ferrule was also a mistake, the idea being that it would be good to get a broad surface of
hair on the string at the heel. The self—hairing bow was ingenious but of no practical value. These

patents are detailed more fully in Part I. Vuillaume was born at Mirecourt on October 7th, 1798,

and was the son of the carrier between that town and Nancy. He died at Paris in 1875.
WEICHOLD, Dresden. An excellent firm, who put their name on a superior class of “trade bow.”

WILSON, JOHN JAMES THOMPSON, London. Born March, 1864, worked in his youth with James Tubbs,
and later with C. E. Tubbs. Has worked much for the trade.

With this list of bow makers ends the historical section of these papers. As | have already explained,
a perfect history of the bow is quite impossible to obtain, and all [ have attempted has been to lay
before my readers the facts | have accumulated. I have carefully abstained from promulgating any
theories of my own with regard to the evolution of the bow (save in such cases where certain
conclusions have been forced upon me by the evidence found) as from the conflicting nature of

the records, | consider no one theory to be sufficient.
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