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AN INTRODUCTION
TO
TUNING FOR EARLY KEYBOARD INSTRUMENTS

David J. Law ()



well tempered,

=Equal Temperament

Werckmeister Kirnberger Neidhardt

Bendeler Silbermann



Use of Schematic Diagrams for Tuning

(London College of Furniture)




one elephant, two elephants...

i
(tempering)

TUNING WERCKMEISTER I






USING ELECTRONIC AID TO TUNING
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Temperament Chart
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All intervals are pure (beat-less) unless marked (2.0) etc. in which case

the note is tuned 2.0 beats/second FLAT of the perfect. interval.

Fourths (wide)

Fifths (narrow)

Sixths (wide)

Thirds (wide)
F-h 20
Mog?  11.8
G -8 5.5
¢ 13.0
a-c¢ 1000
8- D 6.5
B-£” 11.2
C-¢ 3.0
o S

F -8 0
M. B 2.5
G -~-C 2.7
. F o
A-D 3.0
-2 o
B-E 0
C-F 0

F =G 0
Focf o
G-D . .2.0
o 0
A-E 0
B 0

P -0 5.0

-2 11.s
6-E 5.5
- r  13-0
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KIRNBERGER CORRECTED TEMPERAMENT
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All intervals are pure unless marked (2.0).. in.which case the note is tuned
two beats/sec. FLAT of the perfect interval. 'W' denotes a wolf nate.

Thirds (wide) Fourths (wide) Fifths (narrow) Sixths (wide)
) 1.9 e F ¢ 0 F+D 4.9
Ff. & 10.5 F¥. B ) Phact s BBl uis
G B 3.2 He 2.7 G=D 2.0 G E 3.2
e 188 . g e g ¥ 5.0
A SLh 0.0 A D 3.0 A-F 1.5
8’- D 5.5 BB g B F 0
B - EY a4 B-F 0

*C - F Qo i oo F 0
o F 17.4

*This is a narrow third.
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MEAN-TONE

All ‘intervals are pure unless marked (2.0).. in which case the note.is tuned

two, beats/second FLAT of the perfect interval.

Thirds (wide)

Fourths (wide)

F-a 0
.l 21.9
SW-B 0
- C.  24.5
A-cf 0
-0 0
B-E 29.3
(éF_E o
-F, 32.8
téb-r‘:r 0
-G 0
E-cf o

-
'
w
-

2.2
- B 2.3
G- C 2.4
. & 25
A -D 2.7
#- g 2.9
B-E 3.0
C-F 3.2
cF- 3.4
D -G 3.6
- ¢  25.6

Fifths (narrow) Sixths (wide)
F-C 1.6 F-D 2.7
o 1.7 . eb  24.8
G-D. 1.8 G-E 3.0
gf- v 12.8 G- F  27.8
A-E 2.0 A-FF 3.4
F-F 2.2 BY- G 3.6
B-FT 2.3 B-G% 3.8

N8 A s Te Be TuNED 2-0 beats
< HARP  To Tre PURE F(FT'H;
DAto TS TURED SHAR?,

But B js TuNen PLAT.
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